










Moments That Matter

THANK YOU, NATASHA,
FOR FIGHTING FOR EDEN II

PROMOTING RESPECT AND INCLUSION
“R-WORD” CAMPAIGN

AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH
KICKOFF AT TAO

WELCOME, FRANK MORANO,
“PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY”

This year, our Clinical Coordinator from the 
Genesis Outreach Clinic stepped into the ring to 
fight, quite literally, for Eden II Programs at the 
Long Island Fight for Charity fundraiser. Her 
courage, commitment, and passion truly embodied 
the spirit of Eden II. We are deeply grateful to 
Natasha and to everyone who donated, cheered 
her on, and supported this inspiring event.

Eden II has launched a new co-branded 
billboard campaign on Staten Island in 
partnership with the Grace Foundation. The 
billboard supports the “R-Word” awareness 
initiative, promoting respect, dignity, and 
inclusion in response to the recent rise in 
harmful language toward individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities.

A special thank you to TAO Group Hospitality 
for hosting our annual Autism Awareness Month 
kickoff and helping us launch such an impactful 
campaign. Throughout the month of April, TAO 
continues to give back by hosting a fundraiser 
that directly benefits Eden II and the individuals 
and families we serve. We are incredibly grateful 
for their partnership, generosity, and ongoing 
commitment to making a difference.

We were honored to welcome Frank Morano to
Little Miracles Preschool as our “Principal for the 
Day.” His visit brought energy and enthusiasm to 
our classrooms, as he engaged with our students 
and experienced firsthand the impact of our 
programs. We are grateful for his support and 
commitment to the Eden II community.



THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS GONE OUT OF THEIR WAY TO SUPPORT US  
WHETHER BY DONATING, VOLUNTEERING, HOSTING A FUNDRAISER, OR HELPING IN 

ANY WAY, BIG OR SMALL. WHILE WE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO RECOGNIZE EACH PERSON 
INDIVIDUALLY, PLEASE KNOW THAT YOUR GENEROSITY AND DEDICATION ARE TRULY 

APPRECIATED AND CONTINUE TO ADVANCE OUR MISSION IN MEANINGFUL WAYS.

RECOGNIZING 50 STAFF MEMBERS WHO’VE
BEEN HERE THE LONGEST

Terry Alexander 

Cecilia Amoroso 

Victor Anjorin  

Erin Archibald 

Jamie Arnold 

Richard Asante 

Patricia Barker  

Iris Betancourt-Badon 

Marissa Bennett 

Cindy Bradshaw

Ginamarie Bruno 

Irene Cavanagh 

Tehran Carpenter 

Elena Cherny 

Mindy Commike 

Belinda Curtis 

Gina Deprima 

Leslie Diorio 

William Donlon 

Jan Downey 

Shirley Dunn 

Danielle Ennis 

Adrian Galan 

Joanne Gerenser 

Lauren Grimaldi 

Eileen Hopkins 

Randy Horowitz 

Curtis Hudson 

Akeem Ishola Sanusi 

Christine Jascewsky 

Georgiana Labella 

Janet LaMantia 

Laurie Ann Long 

Harold Mahecha  

E. Ivan Marmolejos

Mary McDonald

Catherine Neuburger 

Marie Perani 

Susan Pepitone 

Brenda Principe 

Susan Ribaudo  

Windskey Santiago 
Zerah Samlal  

Shari Schatzman  

Marie Sesay  

Joanne Sgambati  

Irene Stefas  

William Taiwo  

Guillaume Tato  

Yevgeniy Troi

THANK YOU FROM THE HEART

This recognition represents only a portion of the many individuals and partners who contributed 
to Eden II over the past 50 years. We are deeply grateful to all who have supported our mission.

TP ICAP

Hudson Regional LTC

Legislator Michael Giangregorio

Jeremiah Gutierrez • Steve Markowitz

IDB Bank 

The Graham Company

Ralph Scamardella • Rick Chou

Christopher Barnett • David Bernstein

Julie Azuma • The Iliceto Family • Steve Kirschbaum • The New York Community Trust

Patricia Roback • Flagstar Foundation • Valley National Bank • Staten Island Foundation

Organization for Autism Research • Lana Derman • The Beyer Family/Men on the Move

Richard Nelson Ryan Foundation • The Jack Fanning Memorial Foundation 

Ira W. DeCamp Foundation • Viola Foundation • Ernie’s Auto Body

The Long Island Elite • The Barnett Family Foundation

Drive for Autism • Local 3 Sportsmen’s Club

The Mar5 Gratitude Foundation

Ann Clark • Tao Group

Tamio Spiegel

50  
YEARS STRONG

THANKS TO YOU!

THANK YOU
STATEN ISLAND

FOUNDATION

Eden II Programs  proudly 
thanks the Staten Island 
Foundation for selecting 
us as a recipient of the  

Diamond Grant with a 2-to-1 
matching opportunity. This 
generous support will help 

expand programs and  
services for individuals with 

autism, strengthening our 
mission and creating greater 
opportunities for those we 
serve and their families.



50  YEARS OF GROWTH
This timeline highlights the growth, innovation, and commitment that has 

defined our journey, honoring the individuals and families we serve.

OUR REMARKABLE
JOURNEY

Eden II Programs is founded on Staten 
Island, beginning with six students and one 

teacher to serve children with autism.

Adult Services launch to 
support individuals with 

autism beyond the school years. 

Family Support services are 
established to provide resources 

and assistance to families. 

Eden II opens its first community 
based group home, expanding into 

community living supports. 

A preschool program begins, 
focusing on early intervention 

and school readiness. 

The Genesis School opens on Long 
Island, expanding Eden II’s reach 

beyond Staten Island.

Eden II opens an adult day 
habilitation center on Wright  

Avenue in Staten Island.

Eden II opens an adult day 
habilitation center on Long Island. 

The James P. Molinaro Center for 
Autism opens, providing expanded 

educational spaces.

A community center opens in Staten 
Island, supporting community- 

based engagement. 

Adult day habilitation opens, 
increasing vocational and 

community-based opportunities. 

Seasons for a Reason freestanding 
store opens on Long Island.

Celebrating 50 years of service, 
science, passion, growth, 
innovation, and impact.

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

COMMACK ADULT PROGRAM

JAMES P. MOLINARO  
CENTER FOR AUTISM

WRIGHT AVE. DAY HABILITATION

LITTLE MIRACLES PRESCHOOL

FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES

EDEN II SCHOOL PROGRAM 
FOUNDED ONSTATEN ISLAND

SEASONS FOR A REASON

COMMUNITY CENTER

LONG ISLAND ADULT PROGRAM

GENESIS SCHOOL  
& OUTREACH CENTER

RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM

ADULT SERVICES
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Eden II Programs celebrates its 50th
anniversary this year, honoring a
journey that began in 1976 with six
determined Staten Island families.
The Casucci, Buttermark, McGowan,
Potterfield, Redmond, and Vitsas
families came together to create
meaningful opportunities for their
children with autism when few
existed.

Eden II opened on November 15, 1976,
at St. Francis Seminary on Todt Hill
with six students and one teacher.
Guided by founding president Joseph
Casucci and experts including
Dr. David Holmes, the program was
built on Applied Behavior Analysis,
giving each child the tools to reach
their full potential.

Today, Eden II serves more than 500
children and adults across New York
City and Long Island. With three
schools, adult services, vocational
training, and community residences,
the organization continues to
support individuals throughout
their lives while staying true to
the vision that started it all.

TO SUPPORT OUR
PROGRAMS, VISIT
EDEN2.ORG/LEGACY



THE 50TH
  ANNIVERSARY LEGACY WALL

Join us in commemorating this historic milestone by adding your name to the Legacy Wall, a 
permanent tribute to those who believe in Eden II’s mission and make it possible every day.

• Commemorative Pledges: $50 - $1,000
• Permanent Recognition Installation
• Honoring the Past
• Supporting the Future

“Fifty years ago, Eden II began with just 
six students and one devoted teacher. 
From those humble beginnings, a 
remarkable journey took root, grounded in 
compassion, an unwavering belief in the 
potential of every individual, and a bold 
vision to serve those with disabilities, 
born from the harsh winter of how they 
had too often been treated.

Our son and brother, Steven, was proudly among those very first 
students, a seed that makes this legacy deeply personal to our family.

What started as a sapling, now serves over 500 individuals with 
autism and developmental disabilities through cradle to grave 
services grounded in service, science, and passion. Hundreds of 
dedicated employees water the roots and provide the light that 
allows our branches to grow, carrying this mission forward every 
day, transforming lives and strengthening families.

As we honor the Legacy Tree, let us begin with the roots and admire 
the fruit of that labor. May the trials and successes of the past light 
our growth towards the future, as Eden continues to help every 
individual reach for the sky.”

With all our thanks,
      — The Arvanites Family

A LEGACY THAT TOOK ROOT
AND CONTINUES TO GROW

TO SUPPORT OUR
PROGRAMS, VISIT
EDEN2.ORG/LEGACY

BE RECOGNIDED. BE REMEMBERED.
BE PART OF THE LEGACY.

Spaces on the Legacy Wall
are limited. Secure your place

in Eden II’s history today.

RESERVE YOUR PLACE TODAY!

2025 | YEAR IN REVIEW
The achievements below showcase the commitment of our staff, the confidence of our 

families, and the strength of our community.

1976-2026

200+
CHILDREN

ACCROSS OUR
PROGRAMS

500+
PARTICIPANTS

SUPPORTED

48K+
FOLLOWERS
ON SOCIAL

MEDIA

700+
EMPLOYEES

150+
ADULTS

SERVED ACROSS
3 PROGRAMS

80+
SERVIED IN

RESIDENTIAL
PROGRAMS



Eden II Programs proudly 
announced that its 2025 
Winter Wonderland Gala 
was the most successful 
gala in the organization’s 
history. Thanks to the 
generosity of supporters, 
sponsors, and community 
partners, the event raised 
more funds than ever 
before, strengthening 
Eden II’s ability to expand 

programs and services for individuals with autism. 

The evening brought together families, friends, and advocates for a 
memorable night celebrating the organization’s mission and the individuals 
it serves. The extraordinary support demonstrated the strength of the 
Eden II community and its shared commitment to creating opportunities 
and brighter futures for individuals with autism.

Building on this momentum, Eden II now looks ahead to a special 
milestone. This year’s 50th Anniversary Celebration Gala will honor five 
decades of impact while investing in the next chapter of services and 
support for individuals with autism.

JOIN US THIS YEAR AS WE CELEBRATE 50 YEARS OF
DEDICATION WHILE CONTINUING TO ADVANCE OUR MISSION.

THE EDEN II & GENESIS FOUNDATION
2025 WINTER WONDERLAND GALA

MARKS A RECORD-BREAKING YEAR!

EXPANDING REAL-WORLD
TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Eden II Celebrates
Two New Grand Openings

Eden II Programs is marking exciting 
milestones with the grand openings of 
new, hands-on vocational experiences 
that empower individuals with autism.

At Eger Health Care and Rehabilitation 
Center on Staten Island, participants 
now operate the Comfort Corner gift 
shop and the mobile Comfort Cart, 
gaining real-world experience in 
customer service, inventory, and daily 
operations while building confidence 
and workplace readiness. 

Eden II also celebrated the expansion of 
Seasons for a Reason, which has grown 
from a mall kiosk into a nationwide 
Etsy shop featuring seasonal and home 
décor items created by participants. 
The program offers training in product 
design, marketing, sales, and more. 

Together, these grand openings reflect 
Eden II’s continued commitment to 
fostering independence and creating 
meaningful opportunities for individuals 
to take active, valued roles in their 
communities.

TO SUPPORT OUR
PROGRAMS, VISIT
EDEN2.ORG/LEGACY

REFLECTING ON 50 YEARS
OF PURPOSE AND PROGRESS

“In 1976, what began as a response to unmet need 
quickly became a model of innovation—driven by 
founding families who weren’t just seeking services, but 
building a future where children with autism could learn, 
grow, and thrive. Grounded in what we now recognize 
as best practice, their vision embraced individualized 
instruction, data-driven decision-making, and a strong 
foundation in Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA).” 

— Randy I. Horowitz, M.S. Ed., S.A.S. 
Associate Executive Director  of Education and Adult Services

“For 50 years, we have been proud to provide innovative, 
evidence-based ABA programs that empower individuals 
with autism to reach their fullest potential. This 
milestone is a testament to our unwavering commitment 
to our mission and the incredible community that has 
grown with us every step of the way.” 

— Mary McDonald, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA 
  Associate Executive Director for Long Island Programs  



SAVE THE DATE
JULY 23, 2026 
STATEN ISLAND GOLF OUTING 
SOUTH SHORE COUNTRY CLUB 

Golf at South Shore Country Club/Shotgun at 1 PM 
Cocktail Reception & Awards Ceremon at Grand Oaks Country Club 
immediately following

Sponsorship opportunities are available!
Contact LeeAnn Vecchione with any questions at 
lvecchione@eden2.org or 718-816-1422 x 1010.

OCTOBER 4, 2026 
BLAZING TRAILS WALK/RUN  
EISENHOWER PARK, EAST MEADOW 

5K Walk/Run at Eisenhower Park, East Meadow

Sponsorship opportunities are available!
Contact LeeAnn Vecchione with any questions at 
lvecchione@eden2.org or 718-816-1422 x 1010.

NOVEMBER 6, 2026 
50TH ANNIVERSARY GALA  
HILTON GARDEN INN OF STATEN ISLAND

Cocktail Reception at 7 PM 
Dinner and Awards Reception at 8 PM

Sponsorship opportunities are available!
Contact LeeAnn Vecchione with any questions at 
lvecchione@eden2.org or 718-816-1422 x 1010.

1976-2026

50TH ANNIVERSARY GALA

REGISTER TODAY! 
VISIT EDEN2.ORG/EVENTS 

The Eden II & Genesis Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 
dedicated to providing funding for programs, services, and initiatives to 

support individuals living with autism. TAX ID: 06-1277426



LIV92567

connecti  ns
 Communicating the News and Needs of Eden II Programs

15 Beach Street, Staten Island, NY 10304

EDEN II PROGRAMS
LOCATIONS

STATEN ISLAND

AGENCY HEADQUARTERS, 
EDEN II SCHOOL, & FAMILY SERVICES 
Honorable James P. Molinaro Center for Autism 
15 Beach Street, Staten Island, NY 10304

LITTLE MIRACLES PRESCHOOL 
309 Saint Paul’s Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10304

STATEN ISLAND ADULT PROGRAM  
94 Wright Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10303

COMMUNITY CENTER (DXT) 
400 Victory Boulevard, Staten Island, NY 10301

LONG ISLAND

GENESIS SCHOOL, OUTREACH AUTISM CENTER, 
AND NASSAU BEHAVIOR CLINIC 
600 Newbridge Road, East Meadow, NY 11554 

LONG ISLAND ADULT PROGRAM,  
SUFFOLK BEHAVIOR CLINIC 
2 Indian Head Road, Commack, NY 11725

SEASONS FOR A REASON  
2476 North Jerusalem Rd, North Bellmore, NY 11710

Non-Profit
Org.

US Postage
PAID

Staten Island,
NY

Permit No. 782

1976-2026

eden2.org/employment

Now Hiring on Staten Island & Long Island
• Full-time, part-time & per diem positions

• Competitive benefits & tuition reimbursement

• Flexible hours & schedules available

• Growth opportunities & supportive teams

• Meaningful, local work

We are currently hiring for the following positions:
• Qualified Intellectual Disabilities Professionals
• Teaching Staff
• Speech Therapists
• Behavior Analysts
• Registered Nurses
• Direct Support Professionals

Eden II Programs is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

DO WORK THAT MATTERS

#MYEDEN • EDEN2.ORG

@Eden II Programs
@Eden II’s Genesis Programs
@Seasons for a Reason

@eden2programs
@seasons_for_a_reason

@EDEN2Programs

@Eden II Programs

FOLLOW US
ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

1976-20
26


